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Buying a second home in Florida could be
easier than you think, according to IAB
member Contempo Midlands.

AmericaÕs Sunshine State is the worldÕs favourite
second home destination, thanks to its value-for-
money property and flourishing rental market.

Ajit Rayet said: ÒFor those looking for
maximum rental returns, Orlando is the first
choice with both residential and golf and
country club environments. The demand for
rental properties in Florida far exceeds
availability but it is the best locations that
command the best returns.Ó

Its popularity is mainly thanks to the proximity of
theme parks such as Disney World and Universal
Studios, as well as the various cultures,
attractions, shopping, restaurants and beaches.

She added: ÒOwning a worry-free vacation
home is all about finding the right property to
suit your needs in the location you want and
then having confidence in the management
team looking after and renting your property.

ÒWe provide expertise and professionalism to
give our clients that peace of mind. But
although we specialise in Florida and the
Caribbean, through our extensive network of
contacts we can assist in finding that elusive
property almost anywhere around the globe.Ó

Anyone looking for an investment at 
home or abroad can contact Ajit Rayet 
on 01902 651837, e-mail
info@contempomidlands.co.uk or visit the
website at www.contempomidlands.co.uk. 

Take a break . . . 
and improve your business
Birmingham Chamber is about to unveil a new
website feature that will provide useful
business tips in the same amount of time it
takes to down a cup of coffee.

Coffee Break Briefings are short video films
covering a wide variety of topics. They are
designed to last no longer than six minutes (or
the time it takes to drink a cup of coffee).

The subjects are ÔHow to . . . Õ:

� Write and present a business plan 
for investors

� Manage your cash flow
� Close a sale
� Collect debts
� Draft a disciplinary procedure

� Get PR for your business
� Arrange an induction programme
� Make the most of an interview
� Market online
� Write an effective press release
� Recruit employees
� Write a marketing plan
� Deal with poor timekeeping
� Manage VAT

Ivan Bird, senior operations manager for the
Business Solutions Centre at Birmingham
Chamber, said: ÒMore and more traffic is
passing through our website and we are keen
to add more value for both Chamber and IAB
members.

ÒThe videos pack a lot into six minutes, 
which means you can take a few minutes 

off work, make a cup of coffee and learn
something.Ó

The videos are now available online. For more
information, visit the website at
www.birmingham-chamber.com.

Boost your business during your coffee break

Game casts spell
on Toy Fair buyers
A game invented by a Birmingham father
has taken on some of the biggest names
in the business to win contracts at the
British Toy Fair.

Alphabet Runner was a ÒDavid among GoliathsÓ
at the London show but that didnÕt stop it
attracting the attention of some of the most
influential gaming companies, including the
worldÕs largest toyshop, Hamleys of London.

Inventor Rasib Khan, who has received
support from Business Link and Birmingham
Chamber, said: ÒI am delighted that Hamleys
want to launch Alphabet Runner at their
London toy shop during the Easter holidays. It
is the icing on my cake.

ÒFindel Education, the largest single supplier
of educational products in Europe, have been

given exclusive rights to the educational
market and I have since taken a large order
from them. Five major marketing companies,
as well as a huge number of the retailers, big
and small, have also shown interest in making
Alphabet Runner an international success.

ÒThe game received so much positive reaction
from buyers, marketing people and stand
holders. It was a fantastic four days for us. We
have had plenty of orders, including one from
an independent childrenÕs shop in London that
has a number of celebrity customers, another
from an educational toys catalogue, as well as
some Internet companies.Ó

Alphabet Runner is also going to be heavily
promoted on a childrenÕs television
programme for British Forces children who
live abroad. On the first day of the show, the
HeadteachersÕ Update magazine carried an
article praising Alphabet Runner and
recommended it for both school and home
use, after independently assessing the game.

ÒI went to the Toy Fair thinking that as a one-
man inventor I might be lost among all the major
toy companies Ñ a David among Goliaths Ñ but
it has been a fantastic experience,Ó Rasib added.

ÒI invented this game to help children to read
and spell, with some maths and memory training
as well. Every child who plays it is finding
Alphabet Runner fun, exciting and, without
realising it, is picking up the alphabet and is
learning to spell.Ó

Richard Stannard, specialist counsellor for design,
innovation and IPR at Birmingham Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said: ÒRasib came to us
looking for help to market and develop the game
and we are delighted with the response he
received at the show. Educational games are
growing in popularity and he seems to have
caught the market at just the right time.Ó

For more information and to see an
online version of the game, visit the
website at www.alphabetrunner.com.

School mixes up Balti
recipe for success
Greet Primary School has joined forces with
Connexions, the information and advice
organisation for 13 to 19-year-olds, to help
promote BirminghamÕs famous Balti restaurants.

Over 20 schools across the city were
approached to take part in the Business
Enterprise Challenge, which this year had the
theme of ÔFoodÕ.

Pupils at Greet Primary School decided to
produce a brochure to advertise eateries,
mainly within the area around Sparkbrook,
locally known as the Balti Triangle.

Many restaurants were approached, with 19
eventually agreeing to take part.

Year Six children wrote and designed the
adverts, with 1,200 copies being printed and
distributed around the city.

Buying in the Sunshine State

Coffee Break Briefings
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The Patrons

Mary Goldsbrough (pictured), a
senior solicitor in Shakespeares
Solicitors employment team, looks at
how new legislation could 
affect restaurants and takeaways 
in Birmingham.

Indian and Chinese restaurant and takeaway owners claim over 4,000
jobs could be lost and restaurants could close if the Immigration,
Asylum and Nationality Bill currently going through the House of Lords
becomes law.

The Bill is part of the governmentÕs five-year strategy for reform to the
immigration system, including strengthened border controls and the
introduction of a new streamlined points-based scheme covering routes
of entry for workers and students. The effect of this strategy is likely to
encourage non-EU skilled workers while discouraging unskilled workers
from outside the EU as this latter category will only be admitted to fill
labour shortages and will not have any right of settlement. Further, the
right of appeal for workers refused visas will be removed.

The government says the need for unskilled and semi-skilled workers in
the Asian and Chinese catering trade should be filled in future by EU
workers Ñ particularly those from eastern Europe. But campaigners
say that is simply not practical.

Enam Ali, chairman of the Guild of Bangladeshi Restaurateurs,
represents the majority of the UKÕs 9,500 curry restaurants. He said:
ÒThe language and cultural barriers are just too high to be surmounted.
It sounds idealistic to put several nationalities together in the kitchen,
but even if they could all speak perfect English Ñ which, of course,
they donÕt Ñ there would still be a basic lack of understanding.Ó

Christine Lee, who is co-ordinating opposition to the ban among
ManchesterÕs 8,500 strong Chinese community, has already presented a
petition to the government. She said: ÒThis bill would devastate the
Chinese catering industry in the UK. The removal of settlement rights
under the five-tier points system would make the UK unattractive to
workers and prospective employers. It effectively disqualifies low-
skilled chefs from coming to this country to work. Even those whose
qualifications may be acceptable wouldnÕt be able to bring their wife or
family with them or be entitled to long-term settlement. So where is
the incentive for them to apply?Ó

Taking away the takeaway?

There is now even more help for firms
wanting to trade with the Indian
subcontinent.

The India Pakistan Trade Unit (IPTU), based at
Birmingham Chamber, has been set up to help
SMEs across the West Midlands find partners
in India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

It will be the regional hub for information and
advice about entering these four markets and
will aim to raise the profile and awareness of
the international trade opportunities.

Jonathan Webber, IPTU director, said: ÒIndia
and Pakistan are two of the fastest growing

markets in the world and it is important that
West Midlands businesses are in a position to
benefit from this growth.

ÒWe have the support of all the international
trade teams across the region and eventually
we want to be seen as the first port of call for
anyone interested in trading with south Asia.

ÒBusinesses will be able to contact us directly, we
will give them a brief diagnosis of their needs, then
put them in touch with someone in their local area
who will be able to help them some more.Ó

IPTU will also be hosting workshop and
seminar events as well as leading trade

missions to India and Pakistan so companies in
the West Midlands can meet their future
business partners face-to-face.

ÒHaving companies meet each other and discuss
issues about trading with these countries will be
fundamental to the success of the unit,Ó Mr
Webber added. ÒThey are the ones that will be
dealing with issues on a day-to-day basis and we
want them to share their expertise and
concerns.Ó

For more information visit the website at
www.iptu.co.uk or call Rupi Nandra on
0121 607 0106 or e-mail
r.nandra@birminghamchamber.org.uk. 

Former cinema is 
now a prime venue

New trade links to India and Pakistan unveiled

A former cinema in the heart of Dudley has
been transformed into one of the areaÕs
leading conference and hospitality locations.

The Venue, on Dudley High Street, can
hold 1,400 people over two floors, with
rooms suitable for everything from
weddings to conference to banquets.

Conference manager Dimple Patel said:
ÒThere are not many venues of this size in
the area, but it is also very versatile. The
larger rooms can be split into smaller sizes,
which is useful for a conference, while there
is also a good sized bar area with settees for
informal events and drinks receptions.

ÒThere is an elaborate menu, offering
guests a broad range of selections including

Chinese, Greek and Thai. It also boasts
some of the best Indian chefs in the West
Midlands.

ÒWe also have an extensive wine list
available. The Venue has some of the most
reputable Indian chefs in the country, who
are dedicated to ensuring the highest
quality of Indian delicacies are prepared for
your enjoyment.Ó

The Venue has been completely refitted in
recent years and has more improvement
plans in the pipeline for the future.

For more information, call 
01384 459800 or visit the website at
www.t-venue.co.uk. 

Raj TVCricket Foundation
Enterprises
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Forthcoming Events

IAB chairperson Gurjeet Bains Kaur is
celebrating after winning a Lloyds TSB
Asian Jewel Award.

The awards, which were held at the Hilton

Metropole Hotel, celebrate the contributions made

by British Asians to the social fabric of the UK.

The ceremony, which included Asian music, dance,

fashions and food, is in its third year and forms part

of a nationwide search for Asian high flyers in 

the UK.

Mrs Bains received the prestigious Media, Arts and

Sports Excellence Award in recognition of her work

as editor of BritainÕs first English/Punjabi weekly,

The Sikh Times, being the first female chair of the

IAB and taking on a role of ambassador for the 2012

London Olympics.

Other winners included Joga Singh of

PricewaterhouseCoopers in the Professional

Excellence category; Salma Yaqoob, the national

vice-chairwoman of the Respect Party, for Public

Service Excellence; Dean of the UCE business

school Professor Upkar Pardesi OBE in the

Healthcare and Education award; and Manjit Deol,

managing director of Claremont, for Business &

Commerce Excellence. Johngir Saddiq, founder and

managing director of Big JohnÕs Group, won the

Entrepreneur Excellence Award.

Khalid Darr, chairman of the awards, said: ÒOver

the past year I have been most struck by the

achievements and success stories prevalent within

our community and I am proud to be able to

chronicle some key parts of what has been done.Ó

The IAB has been involved in a number
of events to mark Vaisakhi, the Sikh
Spring-welcoming festival.

The organisationÕs own event took place at the
Burlington Hotel on New Street and included a
presentation by Ann Owen, chairperson of
Birmingham WomenÕs Healthcare NHS Trust, and a
history of Vaisakhi by West Midlands Deputy
Lieutenant Dr Jagjit Singh Taunque, MBE.

Meanwhile, the Vaisakhi Mela took place at
Handsworth Park and was a fun day out for all the
family.

Among those who attended were former IAB
chairman Dr Sarindar Singh Sahota, OBE and
Birmingham City Council leader Mike Whitby.

IAB chairperson Gurjeet Kaur Bains said: ÒOur
Vaisakhi event was the first in a series of social
events we will be hosting this year to tie in with
various festivals such as Eid and Diwali.

ÒAs well as the celebration they will be a great
opportunity for networking and meeting new
contacts and I hope to see as many members there
as possible.Ó

No Safe Haven for
Overseas Funds
Gary Ashford and Heather Taylor of IAB patrons
Grant Thornton consider the implications of
offshore banking.

Members with bank accounts or properties
overseas should expect enquiries from HM
Revenue & Customs following a series of
recent legal rulings forcing financial
institutions to hand over details of offshore
bank accounts, debit and credit cards where
the holder lives in the UK.

This is the latest attack from the taxman on
UK banks and financial institutions where the
Inspectors are using their formidable powers
where they believe there is a substantial risk
of tax evasion.

The world is a much smaller place, as
Governments now exchange information
about the assets and investments held by the

residents of one country in the jurisdiction of
another. In particular, the European Savings
Directive and the network of International
double taxation treaties will bring previously
confidential financial information to the
attention of the UK Revenue Authorities.

However, there can be legitimate reasons for
accounts and assets to be held offshore Ñ
people with a non-UK domicile will not
usually be liable to UK tax on investment
income from overseas unless it is remitted to
the UK; and many UK domiciled taxpayers
will have assets overseas which do not
produce any income but which are held
offshore for family reasons. However, the
taxman will be checking that everything held
overseas can be accounted for against UK
tax returns. If anything is found which should
have been assessed in the UK, the taxman
will recover not only the tax but also interest
and substantial penalties of up to 100% of
any unpaid tax. In the most serious cases
prosecutions will be considered.

After Hours Networking with the IAB
Date: Wednesday, 19 July
Venue: Costco, Star City,

Birmingham
Time: 6pm to 8pm
Cost: Free (members only)

Member Induction Lunch
Date: Thursday, 27 July
Venue: Birmingham Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry
Time: 11.30am to 2.30pm
Cost: Free (members only)

New Members Induction Luncheon
Date: Thursday, 24 August
Venue: Birmingham Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry
Time: 11.30am to 2.30pm
Cost: Free (members only)

After Hours Networking
Date: Thursday, 24 August
Venue: The MacDonald Burlington

Hotel, Birmingham
Time: 5.30pm to 7.30pm
Cost: Free (members only)

Early Bird Breakfast
Date: Thursday, 7 September
Venue: Corus Hotel, Solihull
Time: 7am to 9am
Cost: £8.50 + VAT (members)

£12.50 + VAT 
(non-members)

The New Breakfast Connection
Date: Wednesday, 12 September
Venue: The MacDonald Burlington 

Hotel, Birmingham
Time: 7am to 9am
Cost: £19.95 + VAT

Sales and Marketing Club
Date: Wednesday, 13 September
Venue: Birmingham Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry
Time: 9am to 12noon
Cost: £20 + VAT (members)

£39 + VAT (non-members)

Business Briefing: Fire Safety
Date: Tuesday, 19 September
Venue: Birmingham Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry
Time: 9am to 11am
Cost: £12.50 + VAT (members)

£25 + VAT (non-members)

Speed Networking
Date: Wednesday, 20 September
Venue: Costco, Star City
Time: 12noon to 2pm
Cost: £15 + VAT (members)

£30 + VAT (non-members)

For further details and a full events 
listing visit our website 
www.birmingham-chamber.com/events

Jewel in IABÕs
Crown

Vaisakhi
Celebrations

VAISAKHI EVENT: IAB chairperson Gurjeet Kaur Bains (centre) at
the IAB Vaisakhi and networking event with Helen Mills, Jane Owen
and Ann Owen of IAB patrons Birmingham WomenÕs Health Care
NHS Trust.


