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Ref: Unempl 14.10.09
Chamber welcomes new government initiatives to reduce unemployment

Business leaders in Birmingham and Solihull welcome new government initiatives to reduce unemployment as the latest figures show the West Midlands now has the largest jobless rates in the country.

This comes as no surprise as these latest figures take into account the vast number of students who have graduated from university in the summer.  

On top of this, Birmingham and Solihull Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s (BCI) latest research reveals that Birmingham businesses are still feeling the brunt of the recession which has led to a freeze or reduction in recruitment intentions.

Kiran Virk, Policy Advisor at the BCI, said:  “The majority of investment plans are being replaced with survival strategies.  However, it is a positive sign that youth unemployment has actually fallen in the three months to August, declining to 946,000 from 947,000 in the three months to July. 

“Here in the West Midlands we have a huge wealth of talent in our young people. BCI is encouraging business to work with key partners to ensure that opportunities are created to support young people's development and employability, particularly through schemes such as Future Jobs Fund and the West Midlands Graduate Internship Programme.  

“As part of Business Voice West Midlands, the Chamber will be launching a youth unemployment campaign to encourage businesses to offer work trials or internships to young people.

“We also welcome Birmingham City Council’s announcement of a £22m programme which will aim to help unemployed people get back into work.  The programme is being funded by Birmingham City Council via the Working Neighbourhoods Fund.”

Unemployment in the West Midlands has now reached 281,000 equal to 10.4 per cent of the working age population - an increase of 5,000 people.     

Note to Editors

For further information, please contact the Chamber’s Press and Public Relations Manager John Lamb on 0121 450 4228 or mobile 07971 144064. E-mail j.lamb@birminghamchamber.org.uk

Interview requests

For interviews on this press release, please call Birmingham Chamber’s media hotline: 0121 450 4228.

Birmingham Chamber

Birmingham Chamber of Commerce and Industry is one of the UK’s oldest and largest Chambers and represents almost 3,500 companies that employ over 170,000 people in Birmingham and Solihull. It offers extensive services to industry and commerce, having served the interests of business for over two centuries, promoting trade locally, nationally and internationally.

_1139216836.bin

